INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

if they loom too large they tend to make school gloomy
and distasteful, and divorced from the proper interests of
childhood. At the other extreme is that education which
says to the children, ** Eat, drink, and be merry, for to-
morrow you grow up,'* that educatioij which lays itself out
to give the children just what they are interested in now,
and knows no drudgery, no monotony

With little children, life must be lived in the present.
Things which are in themselves immediately interesting
alone hold their attention But as they grow older, there
must be training in forethought. They have to learn to
do things which at the moment are in themselves distasteful
in order that some goal may be attained. And so more and
more the subjects attacked are, as the first novelty wears
off, means to some end. But when habits of regular work
and study have carried on the machine over the next stretch
of the road, the reward comes in a quickening of interest in
the study for its own sake. In this sense, too, it may
come about that the image takes on spirit and life, and the
student becomes wedded to studies which were undertaken
merely to pass an examination.
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